£ear Dave, 10/20/92 * 

On the chance you did not take in last night's mis-called "debate" an observation 

Clinton is duplicating the Dukakis blunder. Perhaps the disenchantment with Bush 
is enough to prevent it?, from being the serious mistake I can see in it. But he missed a 
real op -os t unity to nail one of the biggest of the OOP lies. Bush kept on referring to 
the tax-and-spend Democrats partly as a campaign against those running for the Congress, 

a- 

partly to lie about his own record and keagan's, kegan having begin that big lie. 

A 

Clinton should, x believe, have interjected as soon as Bush said this with "^ow 
wait a minute! It ..is past time to tell the truth about that.'' And then doije it. 

In the dozen keagan/Bush budget years the difference between the administrations' 
budgets and what Congress voted to spend is a minuscule nine million dollars! and five 
of the 12 times the Congress voted for less than the budget proposed. 

Of the seven times more was voted, the largest increase was about 12 million and that, 
initerms of the size of the budgest, is peanuts. 

When the emergencies of thsp- years are included, I am certain that without those 
emergencies the ^ongress would have voted less money than the GOP budgest sought. 

I his big lie has been the GOP way of leading the country into believing that they 
are not responsible for the enormous national debt. 

It also wcbuld have been effective if °linton had taken the size of the deficit when 
Carter handed the government over to Bush and Reagan) with thx its size now. 

These I think are obviously important for the electof&ate to know and understand. With 
the disenchantment that is clear, had Clinton told these tvo simple truthsj^and interrupted 
Bush's lie to do it, he would have had an enormous impact. 

I stayed up only for the first part. Baijl doubt that having ignored the several 
opportunities he had in tliat first ha&j£ Clinton did any different in the second half. 

What is also surprising is that because Bush knows the truth he dares continue with 
this very big il eagan lie because it could boomerang so hard. 



